
Appendix B 
 

Warwick Park Area Residents Association – 
 
The residents in the Warwick Park area are pretty fed up with the parking situation, 
which blights many people’s lives, as William Benson was made aware when he attended 
our AGM in March. Previous Parking Managers, going back to Emma Pell and Rosemarie 
Bennett, made promises regarding improvements for residents but nothing has happened 
and the reality is that the situation has got worse.   
 
It is important to recognise that Residents’ Parking is a community asset for the local 
community, not just the Warwick Park area but in addition people from the surrounding areas 
who have no or little parking, notably Bedford Terrace, flats in Chapel Place and Kentish 
Mansions, and even lower Cumberland Walk. It is also used by patrons of 1 Warwick Park 
Hotel. All of these use Warwick Park and its off-shoot roads as a car park.  
 
In contrast to residents, commuters who park in Warwick Park and surrounding rounds 
contribute nothing to the town and nor do they pay any local taxes if they come E. Sussex, as 
many of them appear to do given our location.   
 
We understand that TWBC have in the past found it difficult to strike a balance between 
residents and local businesses who were not in favour of increasing residents’ parking as 
they felt it would be detrimental to their business. However, not only are our residents natural 
customers of the nearby Pantiles and High Street shops, but there are favourable season 
ticket rates and employer discounts to employees available.  In the proximity, Targetfollow, 
who own the “fairground” car park, have done that.    
 
The proposed extension to Rodmell Road restrictions is welcome as a first step in providing 
some relief for the beleaguered residents of lower Warwick Park - but it is only the barest 
minimal one. With the support of previous Councillors, we consider that  the minimum 
change should be to include the incorporation of the currently unrestricted “Enclave” (along 
Warwick Park between the junction with Rodmell Road and the old railway bridge) into the 
Zone A restricted area. Then a further extension of Zone A up Warwick Park can follow.  
 
We recognise that this is not a grand strategic policy solution, but it IS a pragmatic one with 
the lowest priority users i.e. commuters as the main group to be affected – and hopefully to 
be encouraged to use the car parks. In any event, incorporating the “Enclave” in the 
restricted area would be in both the Traders’ interests and that of the Residents. A “win-win” 
situation for once. 
 
I hope these views are helpful. As agreed, if anything significant emerges from our 
Committee meeting on 24 September, I will let you know. 
 
Finally, as an Association we welcome on-going consultations with residents and, as William 
Benson noted at our AGM, that due weight is to be given to residents’ concerns. 

 
Further comments received from WPARA:- 
 
As we discussed, I am updating you on the WPARA stance following our Committee meeting 
yesterday evening. I assume the JTB is still going to consider this issue on 14 October? 
 
You will not be surprised to hear that the WPARA view remains as set out in my email of 6 
September. Overall, our view on your proposals is that the balance of advantage remains too 
far in favour of commuters and provides too little advantage, if any, to many residents.  



 
A new factor increasing the difficulties for residents is that overnight stayers at the 1 Warwick 
Park hotel can park overnight until 10am the following morning. As a result, those residents 
without drives cannot return home in the evening as there are no spaces for them to park. 
Even the residents most committed to the nature of this Conservation Area are now turning 
their front gardens into a car parking space – as you can see if you visit. Because of the 
need to drive in and out of the space, each one of these removes 1 ½ -2 spaces from the 
general availability, depending on its position, thus reducing overall parking capacity and 
worsening the situation for other individuals.  
 
This perverse outcome is the direct result of TWBC’s parking policy for Warwick Park 
over recent years. Inclusion of the remaining unrestricted “enclave” is necessary to 
prevent further unnecessary damage to the nature of this Conservation Area. 

 

 
The Mead School – 
 
Good evening 
 
I wanted to write to lodge our objection to there being parking restrictions on the Rodmell 
Road. 
 
Whilst we fully understand that we are located in a residential area and indeed service that 
very community, with we estimate 30% of our children living very close by and walking to 
school.  We believe that we provide a fundamental role in education provision to the 
community in which we sit.  We have to staff this facility and with Tunbridge Wells house 
prices as they are our staff are typically not located as locally as our pupils. 
 
Our staff have to drive to school, we are promoting car pooling / sharing and thinking of more 
and more inventive ways of best using our limited on site parking provision of 8 spaces (once 
we have allowed for a minibus and visitors spaces.)  With a staff of over 40 this clearly 
presents a problem.  A number of our staff may use Rodmell Road to park in in the mornings 
along with other roads further up the Frant Road. 
 
Our staff begin the day at 8.20 and end typically from 4-5.30.  Given that a working day is 
typically 8.30-5.30 if a resident is using their car for work they would be leaving before and 
returning after a member of our staff had parked during the day.  A perfect synergy and use 
of the spaces.  With parking restrictions this would of course not apply.  Could the parking 
restrictions apply to the non working days? 
 
We fully appreciate that this is a difficult situation and each of us has our own view point, but 
I do think that as a council you need to provide for the businesses and in our case service 
providers that are embedded within this area.   
 
Thank you for your time in reading this  

 
 
 
 


